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The Tamil country had for a
long period in history preserved
her cultural and political entity
and maps in historical atlases
would show that up to the time
of the Vizianagar dynasty, the
country was unconquered exceph
for brief periods. Hven after
political subjugation the Tamils
maintained their Dravidian cul-
ture intact till the introduction
of compulsory English. Before
that time the Tamils developed
their language and literature and
produced a large number of
works which though they had
derived much help from foreign
sources preserved the Tamilian
characteristics. Compulsory
teaching of English in schools
gave a set back to the growth of
Tamil literature to meet the
changing needs of the times and

. the attempts to use vernaculars

as media of instruction was there-
fore welcomed. But to compel
the young children to study an
alien language (ie) Hindi and to
give it an undue importance in
the already overcrowded syllabus

of the school -curriculum is
nothing short of | dictatorship
methods. The introduction of

Hindi would cerfainly ruin the
chances of giving a greater impe-
tus to the development of the
Tamil language.

If the sponsors of the Anti-
Hindi-movement copy the
methods so successfully adopted
by the party in power, the con-
gress party has only itself to
Fasting had been used
to coerce others before and
picketing and demonstrations are
not the monopoly of the Congress-
men. Since the introduction of
Hindi is only- a political move
and the acquisition of the
language is not beneficial to the

. rising generation either econo-
- migally or culturally, the oppo- -

nents are within their legitimate
rights in opposing its introduction
as a compulsory subject in
schools. When it is realiced that
the Congress party does not insist
on a knowledge of the language
on the part of prominent mem-
bers of its organisation who will
be expected to go about the four
corners of this sub:continent
in their efforts to attain Swaraj,
it 1s clear that the party in power
wishes to use its power in direc-
tions where they expect the least
opposition. In this calculation
they have failed. The movement
is gaining strength day by day
thanks to the arrests and raid
and will continue to grow and
probably make a rift in the
Congress party itself unless they
gracefully retire before it is too
late by making learning of Hindi
optional.

The decision of the Govern-
ment of Madras to train ten
students in paper making as a
cottage industry will be viewed
with regret by all thinking men.
Manufacture of paper is a highly
technical industry and the
demands made on the industry is
so much critical that it is doubt-
ful if any good gquality writing
and printing material could be
produced in the homes. Senti-
mental patriotism may for a
while lend its support to this
cottage industry but whether it
would ultimately be a paying
proposition would depend upon
any forced support by the party
now in power by way of purcha-
ses for its own party uses or for
use by Government. Manufac-
ture of paper as a cottage
industry was attempted in this
country during the time of the
last world war buf the material
produced was very bad and the
industry died a natural death as
soon as foreign paper began to

arrive from foreign countries. It
is a pity that the local govern-
ment is raising false hopes in
the minds of the unemployed
youths of the land.

The penalising of the mill cloth
by imposing a license fee has not
improved the sale of Khaddar and
the Hon. Mr. C. Rajagopalacha-
riar, the Premier of Madras, has
issued an appeal to the people to
patronise it. It is stated that the
Tamil Nadu Spinners’ Association
has an excess of cloth and yarn to
the extent of nearly Rs. 3 lakhs
and that it is suffering for want
of cash on hand to meet the callg
for payment of wages to spinners
and weavers. The most obvious
course for the Premier to improve
the sales of Khaddar would be to
move the provincial Congress
authorities to make a rule that
every Congressman, be he a four
anna member or a higher person
in the party, should buy only
Khaddar, or at least buy a
stated minimum quantity every
year. Such a rule if strictly
enforced might thin out the ranks
of the party and so we do not
expect the Congress party leaders
seriously taking up this proposal.

The next best course would be
that every office-bearer in the
party including members of com-
mittees (village, taluk, district
and province) as also those
Congressmen who are in the
local boards be asked to buy
only Khaddar or at least a
reasonability good quantity of it,
The present members in the
committees and local boards
might be asked to buy the stated
quantity within a reasonable time
and all future aspirants to offices
in the party or local boards might
be asked to qualify themselves as.
patrons of Khaddar. Even such
a rule would not be popular
though many of the members of
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-the local boards had saved much
“in election expenses and hence
eould well stand the small
‘demand made of them. I fear if
- 'the Premier or his associates
would be brave enough to insist
‘on the purchase of Khaddar.
However it is the only reasonable
eourse for him to take.

Tt is gratifying to nmote that a
prominent  Congressman, the
Hon. Mr. Giri has come down
from the utopian heights of day-
dreaming to the terra firma of
hard realities. ~ Speaking aft
Salem early this month he admit-
ted the.limitations of khaddar as
am economic proposition and said
‘that while khaddar production
whether spinning ' or = weaving
would mot give a living -wage to
‘the agricultural worker, he felt
that it would give a sort of subsi-
diary occupation to the villager
or it would be, at any rate, in a
-position to supply an unemploy-
ment dole to ‘the unemployed
agricultural worker. Admitting
this position for khaddar it is
difficult to see how this cloth can
be'sold im competition with the
mill or handloom cloth unless

the State or the party im'power ®

eomes to its help. The congress
party can no doubt help the
cause by insisting on a reason-
ably  widespread use of the
khaddar cloth by its members,
while State help by means of a
bownty would be open to serious
objection.

. The proper Way to‘popularising
Khaddar is to educate the people
to utilise their spare time in
spinning. Just as the housewife
does the cooking or the house-
holder washes his own cloth and
does not compare wages for the
work done with the hotel bill or
washerman’s charges, spinning
ought to be taken up by the
people without any comparison of
the relative costs. After all they
would be asked to spin only in

~ their spare moments which would
otherwise be wasted and what
ever is saved, even though it

would be a very small amount
individually, might mean a great
saving collectively. Itinerary
weavers can be employed to uti-
lise the yarn so produced. Efforts
were made to popularise spinning
in the heydays of non-co-operation
by means of takli and charka
demonstrations but no sustained
efforts were made to follow them
up by organising weaving parties
to keep up the spinning zeal and
to transform the yarn into cloth ;
such  work was not specta-
cular as the demonstrations; but
then solid work requires really
patriotic workers who do not
care for spectacular and adver-
tisable methods of working and
the Congress: party is lacking in
them.

The labour situation has be-

.come -very acute in India and

strikes have become very frequent
occurrences. Unless timely mea-
sures are taken to put an end to
this - war between capital and
labour, a time might come when
the situation might go out of con-
trol. It is therefore gratifying to
find that the employers in North
India ave trying to tackle this
question in right earnest. They
have appointed a committee to
consider the labour problem with
a view to arriving at a satisfactory
basis ufon which to act for a last-
ing peace between the interests of
capital and labour. The Bombay
Government, too, are considering
this problem with a view to evol-
ving a common basis for all India.

Tt is necessary that a compre-
hensive committee be appointed
to consider this problem at"an
early date. Three parties are in-
terested viz., capital, labour and
the government. Representatives
of these three interests should be
on the committee. The necessary
spade work might be done in
informal preliminary conferences
in which the issues to be tackled
with might be formulated and
then the committee should be
asked to consider the problem in

all its bearings and to make re-
commendations.

But for the commitiee to carry
on its work, there should be
industrial peace in the country
and in order to ensure it a via
media should be found by which
the immediate and urgent needs of
labour might be met, at least par-
tially, by the employers. On the
other hand the workers should
undertake not to resort to light-
ning strikes on frivolent issues
and that too against the dictates
of their leaders. :

The committee might be asked
to produce their report within a
reasonably- short time so that
industrial peace might be ushered
in at an early date.

The standardisation of the prin-
ciples involved in the amicable
settlement of labour disputes
would. be apparent when we see
that the recommendations of the
court or conciliation boards are
condemned or praised according
as the party in question is-ad-
versely affected or favourably
treated. Both the parties are
vociferous in their denunciation
of the recommendations when
these fall short of their expecta-
tions. Such a state of things is
deplorable. Tt is certainly desir-
able to consider if extravagant
recommendations would not lead
to the closure of mills or factories
or to their being shifted to more
advantageous places. The strike
situation in Cawnpore is an ins-
tance in point. There was a report
recently circulated that the mill-
owners rather than submit to
labour preferred to shift their
business elsewhere. The world
economic situation is so bad that
every industry is hard hit by way
of reduced demand for their pro-
ducts in this country and abroad.
Closure of two concerns in Pondi-
cherry as a result of world dep-
ression and the French Labour
Code ought to serve as an eye- '
opener to labour. Capital may nof
be satisfied with a small return

[
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and that too on a risky job and if
labour insists on a drastic cut in
the rate of dividend, the industries
might not develop to the extent
the people desire and many will
be thrown out of employment.
Already the prohibition pro-
gramme of the Congress party is
increasing the number unemploy-

ed and if Sardar Vallabhai Patel’s -

injunctions are carried out in ear-
nest, the country would soon be
faced with a crisis the magnitude
of which might surpass even the
serious nature of the problem in
the West.

The social programmes of the
Congress governments are said to
cost the textile industry to the
extent of a six per cent. excise
duty. If labour insists and gets
its lfextreme demands satisfied,
foreign textile interests might be
enabled to dump their goods in
India as it happened in the case
of Japan.

By this it is not meant to say
that the employer has done his
best to meet the legitimate
demands of labour. Recent labour
enquiry reports show that much
more could be reasonably expected
of the employer. Many concerns
have failed to meet even the small
yet legitimate needs of the work-
ers. Such variations in the treat-
ment of labour affects the generous
employer adversely. That is why
it is important that fundamental
principles regarding the treatment
of labour should be studied and
formulated.

* * * *

The attitude of the Cawnpore
labour strikers in declining to lef
the men of essential services to go
into the mills or factories to ensure
that the machinery etc. were kept
in proper condition is deplorable
and represent a state of mentality
bordering on the revolutionary.
The labour leaders have now an
additional responsibility of educas-
ing the workers not to resort to
such factics and the Governments
- \too should step in to prevent such
- Intimidation. Supposing that the

PR B PR S T

labour force of a mill or factory
were housed in the premises of the
concern itself, would they stoop to
prevent the staff of the mill's water
supply and lighting plants from
attending to their work. There
should be an understanding bet-
ween the labour leaders and the
employers and also the government
that whatever might be the nature
of the dispute, the clerical and
other essential services should not
be disturbed.

Mr. E. H. M. Bower, M.L.A.,
speaking at Ootacamund early
this month warned the Anglo-
Indians not to identify them-
selves with any of the existing
parties. His chief reason seems
to be that the two great parties
viz the Congress and the Muslim
League were bent upon throwing
off the British connection.
Anglo-Indians may, by reason of
their cultural individuality and
their leanings towards the white
race, be excused if they wish for
British connection indefinitely,
though the present world situa-
tion might lead thinking Indians
also in wishing for a better and
reasonable Indo-British relations

than that which exist today, for’

India by itself cannot withstand
the aggressive states of the world
and might share the fate of
Abyssinia and no amount of
Satyagraha would save the coun-
try from the domination of the
less righteous minded directorship
states. But the value of Mr.
Bower’s warning lies in the infe-
rence that majority parties ought
to come to some reasonable terms
with the minorities and that the
former should not drive the latter
to appeal to the heads of govern-
ments to use the reserve powers.
The chief complaint of Mr. Bower
is that the little finger of the
Congress is heavier than the hand
of the British rule. The duration
of the Congress government has
been too short, less than a year,
to enable a proper appreciation of

its administration to be made.
But Mr. Bower held that the
Madras Governments’ inifial
achievements had brought it mo
popularity as months went by
and as financial burdens grew.
" As grow they must the position
of the Congress will deteriorate.
It is no longer possible for Con-
gress speakers to tell the public
that British  Bureacracy is
responsible for all grievances in
the country.”’

But it is feared that the Con-
gress will be able to repeat this
last argument effectively for some
more ftime. Sardar Vallabhai
Patel has issued his dictum that
Prohibition should be an accom-
plished fact in three years and if
all the Congress provinces act by
this advice, the local governments
will be faced with serious defieits
and the ecry will be that the
country is over-burdened with
heavy military expenditure, and
that a drastic cut in that item
should be made to enable the
provinces to continue 4o indulge
in  prohibition. The present
position in Europe does not indi-
cate any chances of reduction in
that direction. On the other
hand the world situation demands
that India should be fully prepar-
ed to co-operate with Britain to
fight the war menace.

Reduction of military expendi-
ture being thus out of question
for some time, the deficit provin-
ces would have to suspend or
curtail nation building or social
activities for want of funds or
impose more taxes to meet the
deficit and to pay for increased
expenditure. Time will not be
far off when people will be
ground down with heavier faxa-
tion than during the times of the
despotic governments of medeval
India and this will pave the way
for the collapse of the Congress

party.
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Political Reforms in Cochin.

Political progress in Cochin
has been steady’and sufficiently
‘rapid during the past fifteen years.
The first legislative council was
inaugurated in April 1925 with no
doubt an elected majority and now
after thirteen years the people of
Cochin have been asked to shoul-
_der the responsibility of adminis-
tering certain mnation-building
departments of the government.
In 1932, at the time of the instal-
lation of the present ruler on the
Musnad, His Highness widened
the electorate, increased the pri-
vileges and responsibilities of the
Council and increased the strength
of the council retaining the elect-
«ed majority in its composition.
Again some time later - the
franchise “was further extended
and a provision was made for the
association of people’s representa-
tives with the administration - of
the State by the constitution of a
number of advisory committees.
Four years later we find the
enlightened ruler expressing his
faith in the loyalty of his subjects
by the constitution of a committee
of elected members of the legisla-
ture for the purpose of consulting
on matters arising out of the
State’s entry into the proposed
All-India Federation. ~ This faith
was fully justified by the recom-
mendations  of the Committee
‘which were very jealous of the
rights and privileges of their ruler
and of the State. . Such loyalty
on the part of the people was
tvewarded by His Highness in his
announcement at the public
durbar on his 76th birthday early
this year that steps should be
taken to associate his people,
directly with the admininistration
of his government and make the
legislative council more respon-
sible in a more effective manner
for the administration of certain
nation building departments such
as public health, co-operation,
agriculture, Ayurveda, elevation
of the depressed classes etc. These
transferred subjects will be admi-

Jottings.

Trade Marks :—The Govern-
ment of India are circulating for
opinion a bill for the registration
of trade marks in India which
provides for the establishment of
a cotton Trade Marks Registry
at Bombay and for reciprocity
arrangements with the United
Kingdom, Indian states and
foreign countries for mutual
protection of trade marks.

Key Industries:—The minister
for development in Bihar is
arranging for a conference of al]
provincial Industries ministers af

nistered by a minister chosen
from the elected representatives
of the legislature and the minister

‘will hold office during His High-

ness’s pleasure and so long as he
retains the confidence of the legis-
lature. These reforms are now
embodied in the Government of
Cochin Act and rules thereunder.
The Act embodies many other
reforms. There is adequate pro-
vision for later extending the list
of transferred subjects. The privi-
leges of the members of the legis-
lative council have been increased
including full freedom of speech
and many new subjects have been
brought under its purview. About
two-thirds of the expenditure of
the State has now become votable.
An analysis of the non-voted
amount of the budget would show
that the major portion of the
same would remain the same even
if the council were called upon to
vote on them as these relate to
the civil list, subsidy, pensions,
interest and sinking fund etc.
Thus the new ‘Cochin legislature
has an eflective control over a
greater part of the administration
of the State. Time may not kbe
far off when, if the people of the
State use the present instalment
of reforms to the fullest advant-
age, further constitutional advance
towards the attainment of full-
fledged constitutional monarchy
might be effected.

Simla in July for onsidering
measures for the development
of key industries in India on a
coordinated plan.

Industrial Advisory Board :—
The Bombay Government have
created an Industrial Board for
the province to advise the
Government on all new schemes
and proposals relating to industrial
development in the province.

| Sub-committees will be consbi-

tuted for marketing handloom
products and for the selection of
chemistry and engineering scho-
laxs.

Emaigration to. Malayan
States Prohibited :—The Govern-
ment of India have prohibited
the emigration fromi Madras
Presidency of unskilled labour to
the Straits Ssettlements and the
Malayan States as it appears to
them that the number of unskill-
ed Indian labourers now in
Malaya is in excess of the present
requirements of industry - there
and the continuance of emigra-
tion to those places is undesirable.

Cawnpore Labour Strike:—
The Government of the United
Provinces have decided to appoint
a permanent wage fixation Board
and to fix a minimum wage of
Rs. 15 for the labourers. A con-
ciliation officer will be appointed
to settle differences between the
employer and the employee as
they arise so as to prevent them
from developing.

Nagpur Labour Dispute:—
The Government of the Central
Provinces = have accepted the
recommendations of the majority
of the C. P. Textile Labour Com-
mittee and have expressed their
opinion that the restoration of
the wage cut beyond 60 per cent.
would not be justified. Mr.Kalappa
the dissenting member of the
Committee recommended the res-
toration of 75 per cent. imme-
diately and of the whole cut at
the earliest opportunity.
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Books Received.

Official Guide to Hartlepool.

Official Guide to West Hartle-
pool.

The
Industry.

The above from the Secretary,
the Hartlepools and District
Industrial Development Board,
Hartlepool. '

Some Economic Facts and
figures of H. E. H. the Nizams
Dominions from the Department
of Statistics, Hyderabad.

Annual Report of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Adviser for the
year ending 31st Dec. 1937.

Travel literature on (1) Indian
Places' of Pilgrimage (2) Budd-
hist places of pilgrimage (3) Bouth
India (4) Western India (5) East-
ern India (6) Benares (7T)Kashmir
(8) Delhi (9) Rajputana (10) Agra
and Fatehpur Sikri (11) Darjeel-
ing (12) Bombay (13) Ellora and
Ajanta from the Central Publi-
city Officer, Indian State Rail-
ways, Delhi.

The twentieth annual report of
the Department of Industries and
Commerce, New Zealand for the
‘year ending 30th April 1937
from the Secretary.

The Government of Cochin
Act 1113 and Rules thereunder
from the Huzur Secretariat.

Review on the Annual Report
of the Stationery Department,
Hyderabad State for the year
1346 F.

Summary of the Administra-
tion Report of the TLunatic
Asylum, Hyderabad State, for the
year 1346 F.

The above from the Director,
Information Bureau.

Agricultural Research and the
Indian Farmer;from the Director,
Imperial Agricultural Research
Institute.

Agriculture and Live Stock in
India; from the Secretary, Impe-
rial Council of Agricultural
Research.
~ Southern India, Investor 1938.
from Messrs. Kothari & Sons,

Madras.

Hartlepools Offer to

Economics of Hyderabad.

[Some Economic Facts and
Figures of the Nizam's Domi-
nions. Price Re. 1.]

The book brings withim its
compass all the useful informa-
tion relating to the ecomomic
condition of -the State and will be
found to be a valuable reference
volume. Most of the sections are
descriptive and would enable the
reader to understand the dry
facts and figures easily. The
eatlier sections relate to climate
and rainfall, drainage and irriga-
tion, mineral forest and agricul-
tural resources and livestock.
We find stated that the gold
mines closed down in 1920 on
account of mining operations
becoming unremunerative but
that steps are being taken by
Government to secure, if this be

commercially practical, their
reopening.
The section om population

gives some interesting facts.
Only 11 per cent of the population
live in towns. - Statistics on
occupation show that 270 out of
every 1000 of people live by
agriculture while those living by
industry, trade and transport
form 49, 55, and 21 per thousand.
Domestic service absorb 32 per
mille while administration gives
employment to 13 per thousand
of the population.

22343 persons are engaged in
money lending of whom 14 per
cent. are women.

In the rural parts, it is stated,
that money lending and grain
dealing are so unseparabiy com-
bined in one person that a
cooperative society however well
organised will find it very diffi-
cult to compete. It is further
stated that money lending is not
confined to any particular caste,
or creed. All religions including
Muslims are engaged in this
business though the majority i.e.
84 per cent are Brahmanic
Hindus.

Publications Recelved:

—_—

London Chamber of Commerce
Commercial News [Journal
Barclays Bank Monthly Cables
Indian Information Series

Barclays Bank Monthly Review
Indian Soap Jeurnal

The Travancore Government Gazette
Newfoundland Journal of Commerce
Scouth Africa Standard Bank Review
The Commercial Qpinion

Mysore Chamber of Commerce
Journal Officiel [Bullettin
The Cochin Government Gazette
Circulaire Commerciale

Monthly Summary of the National
Index [Bank of Australasia
The Industrial Australian and Min-
The Prince: [ing Standard
Statistical Bulletin of the Interna-
tional Rubber Regulation: Committee
Norwegian Trade Review

The Pudukkottai: Gazette

The Ceylon Trade Journal
Anglo-American News

Southern India Commerce

Exporter and Importer

Movieland

Indian Finance | Spectator
Monthly Record ;| Guardian
World Trade Industry
Economic News Indian Trade
Railway Herald The Whip

The section on education gives
illuminating details of the pro-
gress of education in theState dur-
ing the last 25 years. The num-
ber of pupils under instruction has
increased from 66 thousands to
over 353 thousauds during the
period while the state expenditure
on education has increased from
Rs. 14 lakhs to nearly a crore.
All branches of education were
developed.

The section on Industries gives
details of the progress in the var-
ious industries in the State, sueh
as textiles, carpets and blankets,
silk, oils, leather, matches and
others. The State is also taking
a keen interest in the development
of cottage industries. The other
sections of interest relate to mar-
keting, transport and credit.
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YOUR DUTY

Every young man, Married or Single, Rich or Poor, has someone

dependant on him and it is his duty to ensure that such dependants
would be left adequately provided for, in the event of his death.

LET THE “ORIENTAL” HELP
YOU TO DISCHARGE THIS DUTY.

For over 64 years ‘“ ORIENTAL POLICIES  have helped
thousands of families in their time of need caused by the
death of their earning member.

SOONER or LATER evéry man becomes uninsurable, so
DO NOT DELAY DOING YOUR DUTY.

Insure Your Life with the “ORIENTAL”

and ensure your dependants’ future.

Write for particulars to:—

ORIENTAL

Govt. Security Life Assurance Co., Ltd,

mmwwwmeﬁum e *“mmmmmeﬁ

No. 3, McDonald’s Road, Cantonment, Trichinopoly. g
Estd. 1874. | Head Office —BOMBAY {
‘Branches and Representatives all over India. g

*mmmmwmmmmmm& <4
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REVIEW S—wSiijaabar.

Oriental Government Security

Life Assurance Co, Ltd.

The several stages through
which the new Indian Insurance
Act has passed have naturally
aroused public interest in Life
Assurance to a remarkable degree
and as should be expected, the
Annual Reports of Life Assuran-
ces receive much greater atten-
tion now than was the case
formerly. The report of the
ORIENTAL for last year gives
ample evidence of the progress
made in several directions and
we are gratified to find that the
Company issued over 55,000
policies for about Rs. 10 crorves.
The agsurances now in force with
the Company amount to well
over T3 crores which is certainly
a huge figure, taking into account
the appaling poverty prevailing in
the country. But much more
remains to be done, as the per
capita insurance in force in this
counfry is very poor compared
with that prevailing in other
countries of the

progressive
world, both Occidental an d
Oriental.
The salient features of the
Company's operations during

1937 are (1) its satisfactory claim
experience and (2) Expense Ratio
and we congratulate the Oriental
on its record. The Company has
carried the message of Life Assu-
rance to every nook and corner
of India and even overseas and
every year's working gives addi-
tional strength for enlarging its
seope of service to the public.

Presiding over the Annual
Meeting of the Company's policy
holders and shareholders on the
1st June, the Chairman of the
Board of Directors, Sir Pursho-
tamdas Thakurdas, explained in
detail the progress made by the
Company during the year under
review. He referred to the pro-
bable effects of the new Act on

Life Assurance in the country
and its emphatically of the
opinion that it must have a very
salutary effect on Insurance
Companies operating in India.
One thing however is regrettable.
The act does not provide for pre-
venting unfair competition from
foreign companies with the result
that Indian Offices naturally find
it difficult to face their power-
fully established foreign rivals
and it is to be
Government will soon see the
necessity for adequate protection
to Insurance Companies.

Judged by its distinguished
record during o period extending
to over 64 years, the Oriental
may confidently be expected to
have a still brighter future and
we wish the Company many
more years of service to the
public,

Agricultural Research and the

Indian Farmer.

[A popular account of Agri-
cultural Research under the
Government of India. Published
by the Imperial Agricultural
Research Institute]

This is a non-technjeal account
of the nature of the scientific
work undertaken at the Imperial
Agricultural Research Institute,
Delhi which was originally situ-
ated at Pusa and of the results
that have emerged from it. The
booklet explains how the work of
the 'institute has helped to
increase crop yields, to lower
costs of production, fo improve
the commercial quality and the
nutritive value of agricultural
products, to improve breeds of
milch cattle ete.

The Government of India
spent on the Institute for the 81

hoped that |

years of its existence Rs. 281
lakhs. Asa result of the work
of the Institute, the agriculturist
has been much benefitted by
improved crop yields etc. and the
increase in agricultural income
of the country ¢n one year (1934-
35) has been computed to be Rs.
423 lakhs approximately one and
a half times that spent on the
Institute in 31 years.

Taking the work on sugar
cane, the improved varieties evol-
ved at Coimbatore have become
8o popular that the area under
improved varieties of cane has
increased from 75,334 acres in
1924—25 to 2,445,719 acres in
1934—35. Such increase in
ares, under improved varieties
has resulted in the value of the
yield from sugar cane increasing
by Rs. 228 lakhs. Similarly im-
proved varieties of wheat, it is
estimated, has led to the increase

in agricultural income by nearly
Rs. 2 crores.

Ancther important work
undertaken at the Institute is
producing new varieties of crops
to order. The situation is domi-
nated by the buyer who knows
exactly rwhat he wants. The
buyer has to depend on the tastes
and fancies of the consumer, and
these, like fashions, change with
time. The cultivator, therefore,
has to meet the changing needs
and the crop breeder af the Insti-
tute has therefore to be perpetu-
ally busy.

The booklet also contains ac-
cqunts_ of how the Institute deals
with insect pests and works for

the‘ improvement of cattle in
India.

~ The hooklet will be found
interesting to all.

——
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Agricultural Marketing
in India.

(Annual Report for 1937. From
the Agricultural Marketing Advi-
ger to the Government of India.
Price As. 6.)

The most noteworthy feature
of the period under report was the
passing by the Central Legislature
of the Agricultural Produce
(Grading and Marking) Act. To
give a practical lead the Central
Marketing Staff initiated grading
and marketing of different com-
modities at more than 25 centres.
The success achieved at these
centres indicates that there is a
demand for graded goods and
that, particularly for perishables
such as eggs and fruits, producers
can in many cases secure CONSsi-
derably better returns by proper
grading.

Hide grading stations seem to
have been popular, the parties
concerned undertaking to meet
the cost of labour representing
one third of the total provided the
stations were continued for a fur-
ther period, with a view to enable
the market for graded hides being
firmly established. Grading eggs
has also been found to be profit-
able by local collectors at the
Pabbi grading station in the
North West Frontier Province,
who formed themselves into a
co-operative society, obtained the

rading machine on loan and
ultimately took over'the grading
station as a running concern. It

is proposed to conduct ftests on
improved containers with a view
to prevent breakages in transit.

“In regard to fruits it was found
that machine grading was not
suitable to all kinds-of fruits and
' hand grading was much better in
certain cases and it is proposed to
increase the number of hand
grading experimental stations.

Substantial progress was made
in regard to the standardisation
of uniform contract terms.

The report contains many other
interesting details of the work car-

ried on by the marketing staff
while the separate reports of the
Senior Marketing Officers in pro-
vinces and certain states are also
appended.

The Southern India Investor

[Compiled and Published by
Messrs. Kothari and Sons, Share,
Stock and Kxchange Brokers,
Armenian St., Madras.]

That a reference book of this
kind has been published for the
third time in succession conclu-
sively proves that it meets a real
want. There has been a consi-
derable growth in industrial and
business activity not only in
South India but in the whole of
this sub-continent and the invest-
ing public would be at a loss to
know the exact position of the
varioas fields of investment and
for them a comprehensive refer-
ence book is a decided necessity.
Messrs. Kothari & Sons are doing
a useful service to them by issuing
such a reference book. The
Southern India Investor brings
within its compass all the neces-
sary information regarding the
various concerns not only in
South India and the other parts
of this country but also about the
foreign concerns shares of which
are available to the Indian inves-
tor. There is also the nceded
information about Governinent
securities and loans. The con-
cerns are classified into Banks,
Cotton and Jute Mills, Rubber
and Tea (rupee and sterling).
Sugar and Breweries, Telephone,
Blectrics, Railways, Gold Mines,
Dollar Rubber Companies, Mining
Companies, Miscellaneous Rupee
and Sterling and U. S. Dollar
Companies, Madras and Calcutta
Stock Hxchange Rules and Sche-
dule of Brokerage charges are also
included.

There are some important
articles which afford instructive
reading. The introductory article
makes a survey of 1937 and
makes a reference to Coimbatore

as enjoying certain advantages in
regard to cotton textile industry.
The arficle sounds a note of
warning as regards the sugar
industry. There has been over
production of sugar and in the
case of South India, as & result of
the establishment of new factories
the problem of marketing of sugar
has arisen.

The article on cement industry
is instructive in that it deals as
to how the cement concerns have
successfully tackled the various
problems connected with over
production, competition rate war,
publicity etc. The part Unit Trusts
are jplaying in the field of invest-
ment which was described in the
last year’s ‘“Investior’ is continued
in an article which describes the
chief events in that field of invest-
ment activity. The other inter-
esting articles are:—London
Rubber Market Review, Review
on Straits Tin and Rubber shares
for 1937, World Bullion Market,
and Colombo Share Market.

We hope the annual will con-
tinue to grow in popularity.
Agriculture and Live-Stock in

X India. ;

‘The May issue of Agriculture
and Live Stock in India has an
instructive article on the collection
and cultivation of medicinal plants
containing valuable suggestions.
A scientific study of the vitamin
content of mangoes is presented
by Messrs Banerjee and Rama Sar-
ma of the Department of Bioche-
mistry,IndianInstitute of Science,
Bangalore. The authors state that
there were high variations in the
vitamin content of the different
species examined and even in the
same variety they differed from one
sample to another. The authors
guggest that the influence of fime
of plucking, stage of ripening and
also soil fertility and climatic con-
ditions on the vitamin content of
the fruit is worth investigation.
There is also another informative
article on the loss of fat during

_ butter-making and its prevention.
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Indian Places of Pilgrimage
Buddist Flaces of Pilgrimage
Places of Interest in India

‘We have received descriptive
literature relating to places of pil-
grimage in India and to places of
interest to the general tourist from
the Central Publicity Bureau. The
first pamphlet which is profusely
illustrated. confains full descrip-
tions of items of interest in the
many important pilgrim centres.
Fairs and festivals are noted while
there are detailed informations
regarding accommodation useful
to the orthodox pilgrims. The
pamphlet will be found very useful
to the pilgrims. The second pam-
phlet relates to places of interest
to Buddists and to archelogists

‘and historians and ¢ontains much
detailed information.

Places of interest to the general
tourist are described in detail with
choice illustrations in a series of
well produced folders. Among
them might be mentioned Delhi,
Agra, Benares, Kashmir, Darjeel-

ing, Ellora and Ajanta and Bom-
bay while there are special folders
issued covering South, Hast and
Western India, Kashmir and Raj-
putana.

The Hartlepools :—Official
Guides & Advantages to Industry.

The official guides for Hartle-
pool {east) and west Hartlepool
are published by the respective
Town Councils and these in con-
junction with the pamphlet pub-
lished by the Hartlepools and
District Industrial Development
Board constitute the efforts made
by them to induce businessmen
to start industries and trading
concern in the locality. In the
pamphlet last mentioned are
detailed the various facilities
available for setting up industries
thexe while a table sets forth
details about 22 sites available for
the purpose.  Sites by themselves
are not the only -consideration

for starting business. Liocal eli-

matic, and social amenities are
also considered necessary nowa-

days and the official guides
referred to above give full details
regarding the general facilities
available in the locality.. Both
Hartlepool and Ssaton Carew are
stated ' to be. healthy places of
resort while there are ample faci-
lities for recreation. The.efforts
of these authorities fo make
known the advantages of the
locality is praiseworthy. and are
well worth copying by Indian
Municipal Organisations. -

Sugar ‘Production.

First = Memorandum on  the
Production of Sugar vefined from
Gur in India during 1938 issued by
Mr. R. C. Srivastava, B.Sc., 0.B E.,
Director, Imperial Institute of
Sugar Technology, India, Cawn-
pore reveals that the total produc-
tion of sugar refined from gurin
India during the year 1938 is
estimated at 28,100 tons as'against
the vevised estimated production
of 19,500 tons in: the previous
year. j

AGENT:—
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Mﬁ_shr-oom I‘»ndu,'st_*ries and Oﬁiéial'_' Patronage

© Now that India is: making such
rapid strides in the matter of Indus-

trial expansion, a new menace has
arisen which needs to be tackled at
once before it gets completely out of
control, :

And that menace is the manner in
which enterprising, but not always
stable, financial ' magnates”
‘manage to secure official patronage
to young, and often mushroom, com=
panies. We are not opposed to
enterprise; nor do we object to the
enlisting of the support of officialdom.
But we do feel that Governors and
Premiers and Cabinet Ministers
should exercise a little more restraint
“and firmness when asked to partici-
pate in opening ceremonies of new
commercial institutions. 4

The encouragement of indigenous
industry is undoubtedly a fine
characteristic for those in authority
to show; but surely it is neither
right nor politic for a Proyincial
Governor to- ‘lend his name and

_ patronage to a young company which

is struggling for existence. especially
_when those in control take advantage
“of such official kindness by using
that name to boost up and sell shares
which had reached a very lowfigure.
We have in mind certain cases
that have occurred during the past
few months in which provincial

governors have attended the cere-
- monies of laying the foundation-

stones, or opening the new buildings,

" of young and ‘inexperienced compa-
nies which were literally in danger

of dying:a premature death owing
to their lack of appeal to and support
from the general public. But once
the name of a Governor, or even a
Premier or a Cabinet Minister,
appeared in the press as having
patronised it, even in such a formal
manner, the shares of such com-
panies have suddenly started to soar,

for the general public rather natu-

rally think that any company which
‘has ‘been <given such official and
dignified support and patronage
must be a first-class venture in
which money can be safely invested.

There is, of course, nothing

against Governors and Cabinet

Members associating - themselves
with well-established concerns,
‘or British. In fact,

whether India

nothing can do trade and industry

. greater good than such recognition of
| its usefulness and stability. But
“surely it should be laid down asa

general principle that Governors in
particular should not permit, them-
selves to have any dealings, social
or otherwise, with young firms that
have not yet proved themselves.
The mere erection of a fine building

with the investors’ capital is not by -

any means sufficient to prove thata
company is being run in a sound and
honest way, or that the shares are
~worth buying. Indeed, most modern
businesses which are operating on a
very largs scale made small and
modest beginnings, and ‘did not
spend their first infinx of capital in
ornate and palatial head offices.
They were, usually, more anxious
about the firmness of the foundations
rather than about the meretricious
attractiveness of the facade.
It is not perhaps necessary to say
‘a great deal more on this point, but
we once again urge that Governors
should' give even more attention to
the " etiguette”” of commercial pat-
ronage as they do to that of social
intercourse. Every visitor to Govern-
ment House, every guest who stays
there, every person invited to one of
-the mammoth seasonal garden
parties, is put under the X-ray of
close examination as to his or her
fitness to mix in such elevated
circles. How more essential is it,
then, to submit every aspiring and
enterprising commercial concern fo
an even more rigid examination
before a Governor, by his participa-
tion in an opening or foundation-
stone-laying ceremony, puts the seal
of official approbation on the merits
and stability of such concerns For,
after all, the patronage of Governors
in India has always been regarded,
as a unique honour conferred only
upon the best and the highest and
“the most deserving; and even though

~ we are passing through a * demo-

cratic”’ era, there is no good - to be
gained from indiscriminate, or even
- overgenerous, patronage of the kind
which has become more and more
common’ all over India during the
past year or so as part of the zeal of
officialdom to demonstrate that its
aims and interests are not anti-Indian

With regard to the patronage being
given. in similar manner, by Premi-
ers, the situation is somewhat differ-
ent; although the principle remains
the same. Apart from the fact that
all of the provincial Prime Ministers
are, or should be, far too busy in
organising and administrative and
executive work to have much time to
spend in lending their influence and
name to countless industrials and
commercial concerns, the fact must
be faced that all too often their
association with such youthful enter-
prises very often savours of political
strategy, or even worse. -Party
funds, 'we know, need occasional
replenishing, an the presence
of a Premier, et Minister,
can often be th of a clever
“bargain’’ for party support. But
that is not the way to build up
indigenous commerce and industry.
Even youthful concerns must learn
to stand on their own legs; and to
prevent unforfunate misunderstand-
ing, and even swindling of the public
by share-pushing of a dangerous
kind, provincial Cabinets should lay
it down that patronage of the kind
referred to should be given only to
well-established companies, and then

“only on very important occasions.

With the provincial Governors
setting the example, it is not surpris-
ing that- it appears to be part of the
work of most of our Prime Ministers -
and their Cabinet colleagues to devote
many hours fto hurried visits to
banks, insurance companies, shops
and factories, so that those control-
ling these concerns can announce,
through a gullible press, that they
have received such official patronage.

Study the share market for a
month or so, and you will be amazed
at the way shares shoot up at the
time of such visits, often to fall with
2 bang shortly afterwards when the
investors find that business capabi- -
lity and experience have been made
subservient to social prestige and the
ability to persuade a Governor or
political leader to give their patron-
age at a time when things looked bad
for.the company. The sort of thing
is a definite menace; and the sooner
it is stopped the better will it be for
Indian investors and the commercial
world as a whole—The Whip.
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